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Abstract

In prehistoric time Bangladesh was known as a vital part of ‘Bango Janapada’. Different ethnic groups

have been settled in this area at different times. At one phase, the people of these groups abandoned
their past racial identities. It was no exception for the people settled in the southwestern part of
Bangladesh as a part of ancient Bango Janapada. Their ethnographic inheritance is buried in their
physical structure, lifestyle, language, culture, nature of cultivation and food habits etc. Tracing the
ancestors of the people in an area is a worthy topic for anthropologists. in that sequence who were the
ancestors of the people living here, when did they started farming, and how important their contribution
to the language and culture of this region is the main focus of this article. Historical, ethno-historical
deduction, ethno-botany method and ethnographic approach is used in this study. By analyzing various
historical facts, published books, administrative records, government and state documents, the ancestral
identity of the people living in the south-western area of Bangladesh is described.
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